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Week Ending Friday, July 1, 2005 

The President’s Radio Address 
June 25, 2005 

Good morning. This past week, I had the 
honor of hosting Prime Minister Jafari, the 
leader of Iraq’s first democratically elected 
government in more than a half century. 

Prime Minister Jafari and I discussed our 
strong partnership and the dramatic progress 
his nation has made over the past year. Next 
Tuesday is the first anniversary of the mo-
ment the Iraqi people reclaimed their free 
and sovereign nation. To mark that historic 
date, I will travel to Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina, to speak to our troops and the American 
people about our mission in Iraq, why it re-
mains important to our safety here at home, 
and our two-track strategy for victory. 

The military track of our strategy is to de-
feat the terrorists and continue helping Iraqis 
take greater responsibility for defending their 
freedom. The images we see on television 
are a grim reminder that the enemies of free-
dom in Iraq are ruthless killers with no re-
gard for human life. The killers include 
members of Saddam Hussein’s regime, 
criminal elements, and foreign terrorists. The 
terrorists know that Iraq is a central front 
in the war on terror, because they know that 
a stable and democratic Iraq will deal a se-
vere blow to their ideology of oppression and 
fear. 

The terrorists’ objective is to break the will 
of America and of the Iraqi people before 
democracy can take root. Insurgents have 
tried to achieve that goal before. Two years 
ago, they tried to intimidate the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council and failed. Last year, they 
tried to delay the transfer of sovereignty to 
Iraq and failed. This year, they tried to stop 
the free Iraqi elections and failed. Now the 
terrorists are trying to undermine the new 
Government and intimidate Iraqis from join-
ing the growing Iraqi security forces. 

Yet democracy is moving forward, and 
more and more Iraqis are defying the terror-

ists by joining the democratic process. Our 
military strategy is clear: We will train Iraqi 
security forces so they can defend their free-
dom and protect their people, and then our 
troops will return home with the honor they 
have earned. 

The political track of our strategy is to con-
tinue helping Iraqis build the institutions of 
a stable democracy. The Iraqi people have 
taken landmark steps by voting in free elec-
tions and forming a representative govern-
ment. Prime Minister Jafari has assured me 
that his Government is committed to meet-
ing its deadline to draft a new constitution 
for a free Iraq. Then the constitution will be 
submitted to the Iraqi people for approval, 
and new elections will be held to choose a 
fully constitutional government. 

These are monumental tasks for the new 
democracy of Iraq, and the free world will 
continue to stand behind the Iraqi people. 
This past week, more than 80 countries and 
international organizations came together in 
Brussels to discuss how to help Iraqis provide 
for their security and rebuild their country. 
And next month, donor countries will meet 
in Jordan to discuss Iraqi reconstruction. 

Our Nation’s mission in Iraq is difficult, 
and we can expect more tough fighting in 
the weeks and months ahead. Yet I am con-
fident in the outcome. The Iraqi people are 
growing in optimism and hope. They under-
stand that the violence is only a part of the 
reality in Iraq. Each day, Iraqis are exercising 
new freedoms that they were denied for dec-
ades. Schools, hospitals, roads, and post of-
fices are being built to serve the needs of 
all Iraqis. Increasing numbers of Iraqis are 
overcoming their fears and working actively 
to defeat the insurgents, and every Iraqi who 
chooses the side of freedom has chosen the 
winning side. 

Americans can be proud of all that we and 
our coalition partners have accomplished in 
Iraq. Our country has been tested before, 
and we have a long history of resolve and 
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faith in the cause of freedom. Now we will 
see that cause to victory in Iraq. A demo-
cratic Iraq will be a powerful setback to the 
terrorists who seek to harm our Nation. A 
democratic Iraq will be a great triumph in 
the history of liberty, and a democratic Iraq 
will be a source of peace for our children 
and grandchildren. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:04 a.m. on 
June 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 25. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 24 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Statement on United Nations 
International Day in Support of 
Victims of Torture 
June 26, 2005 

On United Nations International Day in 
Support of Victims of Torture, the United 
States reaffirms its commitment to the world-
wide elimination of torture. Freedom from 
torture is an inalienable human right, and we 
are committed to building a world where 
human rights are respected and protected by 
the rule of law. 

The United States is continuing to work 
to expand freedom and democracy through-
out the world. We will seek and support the 
growth of democratic movements and insti-
tutions in every nation and culture, and we 
will help others find their own voice, attain 
their own freedom, and make their own way. 
Throughout the world, there are many who 
have been seeking to have their voices heard, 
to stand up for their right to freedom, and 
to break the chains of tyranny. Too many of 
those courageous women and men are paying 
a terrible price for their brave acts of dissent. 
Many have been detained, arrested, thrown 
in prison, and subjected to torture by regimes 
that fail to understand that their habits of 
control will not serve them well in the long 
term. America will not pretend that jailed 
dissidents prefer their chains or that women 
welcome humiliation and servitude or that 
any human being aspires to live at the mercy 

of bullies. All who live in tyranny and hope-
lessness can know: The United States will not 
ignore your oppression or excuse your op-
pressors. When you stand for your liberty, 
we will stand with you. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of 
Germany and an Exchange With 
Reporters 

June 27, 2005 

President Bush. Opening statements and 
we’ll answer two questions a side. 

It’s my honor to welcome the Chancellor 
of an ally and a friend back to the Oval Of-
fice. We have had and will continue to have 
a frank and open discussion about very im-
portant issues. Germany is a very important 
country in Europe, and Germany is a friend 
of the United States. We talked about the 
EU. We talked about the United Nations. 
We talked about Iraq. We’ve talked about 
how to spread freedom and peace. We talked 
about Iran. I told the Chancellor how much 
I appreciated the German Government 
working with France and Great Britain to 
send a very strong, unified message to the 
Iranians. 

Our agenda is wide-ranging because we— 
both countries assume responsibility to help 
the poor and feed the hungry and help 
spread freedom and peace. And I want to 
thank the Chancellor for his willingness to 
come over, and I want to thank him for such 
a good discussion. 

Chancellor Schroeder. It is, indeed, true 
that we have covered all those topics that the 
President has just mentioned and had intense 
conversations on all of those. I’ve gone in 
to say that it is now important in Europe that 
we go in and adopt our budget for the period 
from ’06 to 2013. And I’ve obviously also em-
phasized how important it is for us to con-
tinue with the constitutional process in Eu-
rope. 

I was also very pleased to hear—and that 
was why I said that to the President as well— 
that it was so helpful that he said he very 
much would hope to see a strong, united Eu-
rope. 
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